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Weekly Awards
Learning Journey
K: Harrison Peebles 
Yr 1: Emily Wright
Yr 2C: Oliver Coram 
Yr 3B: Samsara Pout
Yr 3L: Ivy Bacon 
Yr 4: Charlotte Gordon
Yr 5B: Dakota Winn 
Yr 5N: Bronte Morgan
Yr 6A: Noah Byrne Y
r 6W: Harry Kean
Oxley Values
K: Frankie Ventura 
Yr 1: Stella Bacon
Yr 2C: Anna-Sophia 
Psarakis 
Yr 3B: Anna Sutherland
Yr 3L: Jemima Anson 
Yr 4: Fraser Wisken, 
Thomas Adamson
Yr 5B: Estelle Beckett 
Yr 5N: Louisa Hogan Baldo
Yr 6W: Oliver Bryant, Toby 
Wood 

It is amazing to think we are now halfway through the term, with 
exciting end of term events already fast approaching. 
As well as Learning Journey Open Classrooms next week, and 
Grandparentsô Day at the end of term, I am very excited about a 
new initiative beginning this week, óBuddies and Booksô. 
This is a collaboration between Librarians and class teachers, and which pairs students 
in Years 4-6 with younger students, to share a picture book each Friday fortnight. The 
whole Junior School will meet in the afternoon to share a book with an appointed buddy, 
sitting under the trees, and on the grass when the weather 
is ýne, to nurture and model a love of reading as well as to 
build relationships between older and younger students. The 
older students will have the opportunity to practise and model 
reading a book aloud to their buddy and will create some age-
appropriate questions to go with their chosen picture book. A 



https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/information-for-parents/parents-check-the-check
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/information-for-parents/parents-check-the-check
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/


7

OLD OXLEYANOLD OXLEYAN
Oxley is such a great place. Itôs very weird to say that, but 
nearly a decade after I departed down the farewell tunnel 
and passed under that beautiful old tree, I can honestly say 
that it really is. At the time when you leave, you often cannot 
wait to head out into the world, say goodbye to the comfort of 
the Highlands and focus on committing yourself to discovering 
who you are. But in truth, looking back makes you realise how 
lucky you were to have an education in such a safe place, ýlled 
with many happy memories. This is your starting place. This is 
where you begin. And it was a good place.

My early memories at Oxley are that it was a time of utter 
confusion. I was never a socially conýdent kid, and the ýrst 
three years were ýlled with constant genuine fear of being 
viewed by others as “that weird” kid. It was puberty, and it 
was confusing. Every conversation, every moment, was ýlled 
with that fear, hanging over every action. The only place I 
would ýnd solace would be in reading atlases and writing 
stories (instead of doing homework). I was a nerd, Iôll happily 
admit it now.

Year 10, however, was a big turning point. After I got pretty 
average academic results in the trial exams, I decided to try 
and prove something to myself with my academic studies. In 
that year, I found something in myself that has persisted to 
this day: a hunger to try things. 

Just trying. This became a fundamental part of the basis for 
me as a person. That started in Year 10, at Oxley College, and 
is something Iôm externally grateful for. Trying things allows 
for failure, for success, for lots of things. The act is a positive 
action, no matter the outcome.  

From that, my last three years at Oxley became a lot more 
fun. I was still that awkward kid, but more and more I began 
to think less about what other people thought of me. I was 
very lucky that I had teachers who were incredibly supportive: 
from Mr Craig as our 1st XI cricket coach and calling us a 
bunch of peanuts every week, to Mr Copland in Science and Mr 
Dibdin in Geography, to the rugby tours of New Zealand and 
cricket tours to Argentina and Barbados (including meeting 
Garýeld Sobers). 

Outback was amazing. Spending a few hours staring at the 
Breakaways is something I can shut my eyes and return to, 
always. I could have been there, in the moment forever. 
Outback is a whole bunch of life experiences crammed into 
two weeks, from the highs of watching sunrise over the Olgas, 
to the pain and agony of catching laryngitis in Oodnadatta. 
One of my favourite memories is that of being introduced to 
the Cazneaux Tree, named as The Spirit of Endurance. Itôs a 
symbol I still love, and being told story by the great, late Mr 
Schaefer, is something I hold fond memories of. 

Year 12 I threw myself into everything. Trying to direct a 
House play, trying instruments, being a more functional 
human being, and trying to inspire the younger Dobellians. 
Itôs a weird year, because when you leave you think youôve 
ómade itô to the real world, only to discover you are absolutely 

nothing really, all you are now is the master of your own fate. 
Itôs the best (and for a brief time, worst) thing ever.

I took a gap year in 2012, and for a decent chunk of it I 
realised I was still that terriýed guy, directed by fear and 
wondering when exactly I was going to ýnd out who I was. 
Then, one morning in Austria, while one a TopDeck trip and 
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Peter Kearney in Year 6 sat down with our new Head of 
Junior School to ýnd out more about her and why sheôs 
excited to be at Oxley College in 2020.

Were you nervous before coming to Oxley, If so 
what were you nervous about?
When I started here I was both excited and nervous, but 
mostly excited because coming here matters to me. I 
knew that Oxley has a good reputation, which is where 
I come from. It is known for having really great sta  and 
children. I feel very privileged to be here. Taking on a role 
like this Iôm conscious of carrying on the great work thatôs 
already been done and continuing to develop the school as 
a thriving, learning community.  Mostly I feel excited about 
the opportunities for both sta  and children. 

What were the ýrst few things that you did at Oxley?
The most important thing for me to do is to build 
relationships, and building relationships can take time. 
Iôm very passionate about providing for all student needs 
including gifted education, which is a big priority, however 
preserving the school values is also a priority to me and I 
would like to nurture these values. I love all learning but 
my big passions are literacy, history and the arts. I think I 
would like to build on the culture of the school values using 
learning as a way to do this.

Where did 
you work 
before this?
I did a range 
of things such 
as Curriculum 
and Pastoral leaders in a lot of schools. I was also a Literacy 
and Languages o cer for a while and Iôve been heavily 
involved in Drama, Debating and Public Speaking. I love 
collaborating with researchers to help educate children. 
I have three children, two attending Oxley, and one at 
university. My husband runs a not for proýt organisation. 
Why did you choose Oxley?
I chose Oxley because of its fantastic values. I think they 
would be my personal choice of values. 
Thank you for interviewing me. I am so thankful for the 
brilliant sta  and the welcoming community. I feel very 
privileged. 

MRS HALCROWMRS HALCROW

Aiofe Barrett-Lennard (Year 10), Rosie Barnett (Year 11) and Alex 
Martinek (Year 9) are all part of Roma Strings that is playing in 
the 9th concert on Sunday 29 March. See details below and photo 
to left. A concert not to be missed.



10

I know a lot of people throw the word 
climate change around, but climate 
change is a big deal and we have all felt 
the impacts of this in recent months. With 
the drought, bushýres and then to put 
the icing on the cakeé the þash þooding. 
Many families around Australia have had 
to face the impacts that these disasters 
cause and continue to live in and around 
these conditions. 

On Wednesday 12 February, the 
Wingecarribee Shire Council declared 
a climate emergency, with eight out of 
nine councillors voting to fully recognise 
the impacts that climate change has on 
our local area. But what does a climate 
emergency mean? It means that they 
admit that climate change exists and 
government policies to date are not 
enough. This is an important step as the 
declaration has been knocked back on 
several other occasions. Our small council 
is now putting pressure on the Australian 
government to act upon this global crisis 
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Not every day does 000 get a call about three baboons 
strolling down the streets of Sydneyôs RPA Hospital. But 

http://www.humaneresearch.org.au/interview/baboons-lose-in-their-bid-for-freedom
http://www.humaneresearch.org.au/interview/baboons-lose-in-their-bid-for-freedom
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The winds howled, blowing a gale. A silvery cloud drifted over the 
mountains that surrounded the young hunter, its edges glowing with a 
ruddy light cast from the harvest moon cradled between two peaks. Mist 
began snaking its way over his now-obscured feet, swirling insubstantial 
tendrils over the shadows to the entrance of the forest, beckoning him 
on. The hunter had decided he would save some gold and cross the Pine 
Forest on foot. With a pack ýlled with exotic 
animal pelts, convoluted tree samplings 
and an assortment of wild berries of a new 
familiarity - all awaiting the markets - he 
began his journey into the untamed Pine 
Forest.
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CALENDAR

P & F

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

6
-Senior Production: 
Evie and the 
Birdman,7.30pm

7
-ISA Summer finals
-Senior Production: 
Evie and the 
Birdman,7.30pm

8
-Oxley Family 
Day picnic 
CANCELLED

9
-EXC: Y11 DT 
Shape, powerhouse 
museum
-HICES Swimming

10
 

11
-ISA Swimming 
carnival

12
-EXC:Y10 Music 
Strings masterclass
-HICES debating  
round 2
-Senior Production: 
Evie and the 
Birdman,7.30pm

13
-INC: Y8 Medieval 
Feast
-EXC: Y4-8 G&T kids 
Lit Quiz
-Senior Production: 
Evie and the Birdman
7.30pm

14
-DoE Bronze Hike

15
- EXC: Pompeii Study 
Day, Syd Uni
-DoE Bronze Hike
-EXC:Pipe Band 
The Scots College 
Highland Gathering 

 16
-Y7 Student/Parent/
Teacher Night
-Junior school Parent/
Teacher interviews

17
-Junior school 
Parent/Teacher 
interviews

18
-EXC: SH Festival
-JS & Sibling School 
photos 
-Junior School 
Parent/Teacher 
interviews

19 20
-JS X-Country 
Carnival
-SS X-Country 
Carnival
-EXC:Pipeband Moss 
Vale Show

21
-DoE Bronze Hike

22
-DoE Bronze Hike

23
Immunisation
EXC: Y5 & 6 to 
Canberra
Y12 Half Yearly 
Exams

24
Y12 Half Yearly 
Exams
EXC: Y5 & Y6 to 
Canberra

25
Y12 Half Yearly 
Exams
EXC: Y5 & Y6 to 
Canberra

26
EXC:Y7 Mt Keira 
CIS Swimming 
carnival
Y12 Half Yearly 
Exams

28
Y12 Half Yearly 
Exams

29 30

March

While itôs lovely to see such decent rain fall here in the Highlands 
it was disappointing to cancel our Oxley Family Day Picnic we had 
scheduled this Sunday.  Though the rain may have eased by the 
weekend we didnôt believe the soggy ground was very conducive to 
ópicnickingô.
There was a great attendance at our ýrst P&F meeting for the year 
last Tuesday. There are several social events planned for this year 
and I will inform you of these when dates have been conýrmed, 
(hint: you may want to brush up on your trivia knowledge!!).
Thanks to a great suggestion at our P&F meeting we have now set 
up some clothing bins in the foyer of the library.  These are ONLY for 
second-hand OLD STOCK Oxley sport uniforms.  Shona OôBrien and 
Angie Sanchez, two of our parent reps, have kindly o ered to sort 
these so they can be sent to our sister schools later this year.  
Donôt forget the Oxley Equestrian Day will be held on Sunday 3 May, 
the ýrst Sunday of Term 2.  An online auction will be held in 
conjunction with this event.  If you wish to donate goods or services 
for this auction, please contact Veronica Kennedy-Good who is coor-
dinating the auction at veronica@mindsharevents.com.au.

Kind regards,
Megan Moore, P & F President

 

Open to all school age riders in Years K-12 

O X L E Y  C O L L E G E  

EQUESTRIAN 
DAY 

Sunday 3 May 2020 

‘Wyeera’ Bong Bong Racecourse, Bowral  

All entries via www.nominate.com.au 

Entries close Friday 24 April 2020 

Enquiries  –  Alex Wansey alexandrajohnston@bigpond.com 

                       Holly Kramer holly@kramernoad.com.au 

 Dressage | Show Jumping | Horsemanship | Show Horse 

http://veronica@mindsharevents.com.au


http://www.trybooking.com/BITEC
http://www.trybooking.com/BITEC

