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The Oxley Archies Update - Due date extended to Friday 15 May
Artists of Oxley - we have already received some fantastic entries for the 
Oxley Archies - however; we are extending the due date to Friday 15 May to 
give you all a little more time.
So - let’s get to work - a portrait of anyone you have been in isolation with - 
any medium - photograph it and send it to o ce@oxley.nsw.edu.au
Judged by artist, Ben Quilty, this is a fantastic competition open to everyone 
- good luck and have fun! 
Some tips to consider:
ÅStart drawing lightly with the biggest shapes ýrst - work towards ýne details 
at the end.
•Make sure both you and your model don’t move positions - this will change 
the perspective of what you are looking at.
•Consider some lighting - a lamp is good to create contrast on the face - 
from here you can try to capture “shadow shapes” on the face as well as 
some interesting tonal shifts.
ÅTry a few angles: face front on, proýle, three quarters, full body, head & 
shoulders etc.
•Don’t judge your work - have fun, enjoy the process!
•The best advice is to just go for it!!! By Mark Hetherington

These are some current entries. Artists will be revealed after judging.

http://office@oxley.nsw.edu.au


/news-events/connectedathome/  


4

Year 12 
It has been a joy to see Year 12 return this week. Many of them already looked more mature and grown up after 
their weeks at home. As we have said many times already, a school is not a school without its students, and 
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BIG ISSUE

The countless and oddly tiring days it seems we’ve 
been placed under during these strange and new 
restrictions has inspired me to write about life 
away from this current corona crisis, avoiding the 
ever so repetitive nature of the ABC 7.00pm news. 

These past few months I have pondered over 
the cliché ‘meaning of a good life’, due to the 
introduction of the topic in many of my classes 
at school. With all this time on my hands, I’ve 
gone through quite the YouTube rabbit hole of 
motivational and philosophical speakers and 
stories. Yet one especially caught my eye by the 
well-known Prince Ea. He spoke about labels in a 
video titled ‘I am not Black, You are not White’.  
He speaks about the conýning nature of labels in 
a sense that aims to divide us rather than unite. 
This video struck quite the nerve in me for I have 
a tendency to be dependent on labels to guide me 
through everyday life, I think this is perhaps an 
underlying value all humans share and desperately 
cling onto. We enjoy being assertive and direct yet 
forget that it is not directly linked with knowledge 
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Fenrig and Aeri ate their scarce dish of lavender dumplings 
in silent. Fenrig wasn’t the only one to have a tankard of 
spiced mead that night. The hearth remained dusky, the 
sputtering of þames was absent, a reminder of Aeri and 
Fenrig’s hopelessness. 
Settling into bed on groaning stomachs, they did dare not 
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In this time of self-isolation, we will often ýnd ourselves in a 
state of overwhelming and unescapable boredom. Many say 
that this is the perfect time to pick up a new skill, so why not 
learn a new language? Ms Gibson has all you need to know on 
learning a new language, a wonderful skill to acquire.

What languages are you þuent in?
Japanese and German are the languages I’ve spent the most 
time with, but Iôd only claim to be þuent in Japanese.  In 
Germany, I rely on a combination of German and charades!
What sparked your interest in languages?
I had a fabulous German teacher, Herr Schae er, when I was 
a student at Oxley.  He was wonderfully eccentric and always 
challenged us to explore German beyond the textbook and to 
be adventurous in speaking the language even if we made 
mistakes.
It fascinated me to learn about students my age in Germany 
and I loved the way the language made me think in a di erent 
way.
Apparently, Herr Schae erôs daughter is also a great teacher!
How did you learn to speak these languages?
I studied German through to the HSC then travelled to Japan 
on a Rotary scholarship.  In Japan, I lived in a tiny country 
town with no English speakers, so it was a case of ‘sink or 
swim’.  
It was about ýve months before I started dreaming in Japanese 
which is apparently a sign that you’ve internalised a language.  
Until then, though, it was both disorientating and hilarious as 
I really had no idea what anyone was saying, so I got into all 
sorts of funny situations.
Is there any language you would recommend for 
beginners to learn?
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COPING WITH CORONA 
LOCKDOWN

Coping with the Corona Lockdown
So, I guess itôs fair to say that 2020 has been pretty crazy so far. 
From having to leave our homes because of the bushýres at the 
start of the year, to having to stay in our homes because of corona 
virus.
Staying at home and not being able to do some of the “normal” 
everyday things we do has impacted everyone’s lives in Kangaroo 
Valley in some way or another. This is how I see it. Since the world 
has gone into lockdown, despite the daily doom and gloom news 
of corona deaths, it seems positive news can also be seen on the 
television and internet.  It’s as though our Earth is starting to 
somewhat “heal”. For example, I have seen beautiful videos and 
photos of dolphins swimming in clear blue waters of the canals 
in Venice. For the ýrst time in centuries these canals are ýnally 
clear because there are no tourist gondolas going in and out every 
day polluting the waters. Clear skies in India can be seen because 
factories aren’t spewing out pollutants into the air every day. The 
Himalayan ranges can be seen clearly from the once polluted city of 
Punjab, whereas before a cloud of haze would obliterate any views 
of the stunning mountains. The lockdown has allowed for these 
views to be ýnally seen. Before and after photos of the clear skies 
around Wuhan airport shows us just how much the air quality has 
improved in a matter of weeks simply by stopping everything that 
we do.
Being with my family 24/7 has really made me think about the 
more important things in life. It has occurred to me that spending 
quality time with my family and my pets are the most important 
things to me right now. I am very grateful that I can still go outside 
to my garden and ride my horse unlike many people who live in 
cities, being stuck in their apartments. I am really lucky to live in 
Kangaroo Valley where I am surrounded by so much beauty and 
nature. Although I haven’t been able to physically associate with 
my friends, I am very lucky to be able to connect with them via the 
internet.
With having all this time on my hands in self-isolation, I have been 
doing a lot of craft, cleaning, cooking, riding my horse and sleeping 
in. Being in high school now, I was doing online schooling before 
the holidays started, which was quite a change for me. I am actually 
getting used to it now and it has been pretty good so far. It sure 
beats getting up at 5.30am every morning to catch three school 
buses just to get to school, then catch three other buses just to get 
home in the afternoons!
So that’s pretty much my view on coping with the corona virus 
lockdown and what I have been doing in self isolation with my family 
and pets. By staying at home, we are saving lives. Mother nature 
has spoken. She wants us to stop, look around and appreciate the 
beauty around us and to stop damaging our Earth. (Article ýrst 
published in the May issue of Kangaroo Valley Voice).
By Julaiha Kallus ( Year 7)

COVID SPARKING KINDNESS 

In a testing time for all, it is incredible to see such inspiring acts of 
kindness. Whether it be the small team of engineer’s 3D printing 
respirator valves where there are shortages in Italian hospitals, 
or the family that handed out leftover food from their daughter’s 
cancelled bat mitzvah, they all showcase the positively infectious 
role kindness plays in our world. 

Another way in which kindness has helped and possibly saved many 
lives is through the acts of the 100-year-old Yorkshire born veteran, 
Captain Tom Moore. Captain Tom celebrated his 100 years of living 
by walking 100 laps around his garden, aiming to fundraise 1,000 
pounds (roughly 1950 AU) for the Nation Health Service Charitiesé
but boy did he exceed that target. On his birthday, Thursday 30 
April, the funds reached a massive 30 million pounds (58.5m AU). 
Later that day he was also awarded, with the Queen’s approval, the 
Honorary Colonel by the military college for young soldiers. This 
shows how the act of one person, no matter how big or small can 
make a massive di erence to the lives of others. 

John Krasinski, American actor and ýlmmaker has begun a YouTube 
channel called ‘Some Good News’ where, like the title suggests, he 
aims to highlight and bring together news that spreads smiles. I 
think it is really important to invest your time into something that 
makes you feel good, though it is also crucial to remember that 
the reality we are facing now is not foreign or new to many people 
around the world. Perspective is such a key concept to have in 
times like these for example; the 2017 Restriction of Movement over 
Palestinian populations in certain Occupied territories strips them of 
their ability to travel, creates uncertainty and overall restricts their 
freedom of movement. Whilst we are out here buying the last of the 
þour, pasta and porridge, world hunger is the cause of 45% of child 
deaths. There are problems outside of the Coronavirus that we’re 
not panic buying or stressing about simply because we are blind to 
them. Though, it’s time to take breath, open up our eyes and gain 
some peripheral vision on our world and its issues, big and small.

Peggy Holmwood (Year 10)

COVID SPARKING 
KINDNESS
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GOOD & OTHER 
NEWS

“What your favourite Baby-Sitters Club babysitter says about you.”
Yesterday, I sat at my laptop and made a promise to myself; I was going to write the best ever 
article the Pin Oak had ever seen é that didnôt happen. Instead, I watched the 1990 Baby-Sitters 
Club Christmas special. The two-sentence synopsis describing the cinematic masterpiece’s plot as 
“The Baby-Sitters’ holiday party promises to be the best ever! But why isn’t Stacey sharing in all of 
the fun?ò I was hooked. The Baby-Sitters Club books were a hallmark of my youth, as a matter of 
fact; I was banned from(stAk)4.5 (omA<004F00ms.sqm8.748 6mQ
Q
q
0 0 595.276 7be )0.f 
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OLD OXLEYANOLD OXLEYAN
Now that youôre o  in the big wide world, what have 
you made of yourself since ýnishing school at Oxley?
Life has changed a lot since I left Oxley in 2001. I currently live 
in San Francisco, USA where I work in the health technology 
sector. Prior to 2019, I was based in Sydney. Itôs been an 
interesting and challenging experience to translate my skills 
and experiences from one Australia to a very di erent context 
in the US, but it has been very enjoyable so far and I’ve 
deýnitely learnt a lot.
Originally, I studied psychology with the idea I might do 
medicine as a post-graduate degree. However, early on at 
university, I realised that probably wasnôt a great ýt for me. 
I took some lab-based biology classes and didn’t enjoy them 
as much as the other classes I was doing so committing to 
another four+ years of largely, lab-based work didn’t seem 
like a good choice. Through a chance meeting when I was 
ýnishing up my psychology degree, I ended up working in 
a role supporting organisations across NSW providing drug 
and alcohol treatment. This role gave me the opportunity to 
travel across rural and regional NSW and I really enjoyed 
working with these organisations to improve the quality of 
their services through training initiatives and programme 
evaluation.
This experience led me to study a Masters of Public Health 
which is where my passion lies. Rather than focus on the 
individual interactions between a person and a healthcare 
professional (which are of course, extremely important), I 
discovered I was more interested in the systems, structures 
and ýnancing that support the delivery of healthcare. 
Following this interest, I have worked across government, 
non-government and academic settings focussing on 
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