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The writers, editors, and designers of Oxley’s Pin Oak begin this edition by 
acknowledging the Gundungurra people - the Traditional Custodians of the 
land on which we learn and work - and pay our respects to their Elders past 
�D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����:�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���$�E�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���7�R�U�U�H�V���6�W�U�D�L�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G�H�U��
peoples within the Oxley community.

Acknowledgement of Country

From around town...
Last year, Daphne Hutchison (current Year 7) won the Grand Prize  in 
�W�K�H���6�S�U�L�Q�J�H�W�W�¶�V���$�U�F�D�G�H���µ�%�H���3�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�U�W�¶���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H�����+�H�U���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
submission, ‘Bowral’, is now hanging in the David Wright Library.
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Knox Grammar and Ravenswood Girls Student Led 
�:�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���Z�D�V���D�Q���H�D�U�O�\���V�W�D�U�W��
and long drive to Knox Grammar it was well worth the 
trip as it was a fantastic opportunity to meet other like -
minded young leaders. The day was initiated by Martin 
Heppell (Partner and Facilitator of the Resilience Project) 
who addressed us on matters of gratitude, empathy, 
and mindfulness. His personal experiences and stories of 
others were an excellent way to captivate the group and 
created much discussion at times where we were invited 
to converse with other people in our group (an excellent 
ice breaker as talking to strangers can be a little daunt -
ing at times…). 

Following an array of spreads for morning tea, 
each of the leaders, in their coloured groups, attend -
ed 2 well-being workshops led by a group of Knox and 
Ravenswood students. The workshops were a hands-on 
method of understanding well-being through notions of 
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SPOTLIGHT: DUKE OF EDINBURGHSPOTLIGHT: DUKE OF EDINBURGH
dawn hike in towards the base, where we dropped our 
�S�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G���K�H�D�G�H�G���X�S�����7�K�H���W�U�L�F�N�\���D�V�F�H�Q�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�K�H���K�H�O�S��
�R�I���U�R�S�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���W�R�S���D���V�P�D�O�O���F�U�H�Y�L�F�H���W�R���V�T�X�H�H�]�H��
through (not so gracefully) to emerge onto the narrow, 
�À�D�W���V�X�P�P�L�W�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���U�H�Z�D�U�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�W�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H��
whole Budawang range, Pigeon House Mountain and a 
sparkling sea beyond that. 

�: �D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H���R�ä�H�U�H�G���D���O�R�W���R�I���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���F�K�D�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G��
learning experiences. For the Silvers, it was about how to 
properly read a map, identify landforms and take compass 
�E�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �)�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�O�G�V���� �D�� �U�H�I�U�H�V�K�H�U�� �R�Q��
these and some more advanced skills such as back bear-
�L�Q�J�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�L�D�Q�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���� �(�T�X�L�S�S�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �Q�H�Z���I�R�X�Q�G��
competencies, it allowed us to become more independent 
of the leaders. Becoming more independent meant that 
the groups had to navigate together drawing everyone on 
the hike much closer than we had been before. This and 
�V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���H�Q�G�O�H�V�V�����E�X�W���Y�H�U�\���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����J�D�P�H�V���R�I���µ�0�D�¿�D�¶��
made for a very enjoyable hike and experience that will be 
remembered for a long time to come.
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INTRODUCING... THE TREEHOUSE PAGESINTRODUCING... THE TREEHOUSE PAGES
WHAT’S GOING ON?

The Treehouse Papers Issue 1 (2023) has been devised by students in the Year 6 Writers’ Studio. Chief Editors, Lisa 
Mussett  and Evelyn Hammond  have been leading a team of students, under the guidance and supervision of Miss Candelori.  

The team includes Raphaela Abreu , Madi Chamley , Oscar Choo , Pixie Hanson, Maeve Ryan , Sienna Patru-
no, Ava Stocks  and David White . Once per week these 10 students gather for a Writers’ Studio lesson and collaborate their 
ideas for articles to be included in The Treehouse Papers.  

This issue, other Year 6 students were given the opportunity to submit a self-written article on any of the categories. 

https://www.oxley.nsw.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/The-Treehouse-Papers-Issue-One-2.pdf
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EDITORIAL

�)�O�D�J���À�J�K�W
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�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���� �L�W�V���J�K�R�V�W�O�\�� �K�D�Q�G�V���V�W�L�O�O���S�X�O�O�L�Q�J���V�W�U�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���R�X�U���J�R�Y-
ernment to this day. 
 Their discomfort is less to do with the past, and 
�P�R�U�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�W�X�U�H���� �7�K�H�L�U�� �I�D�P�R�X�V�� �W�D�J�O�L�Q�H�� �L�V�� �³�'�R�Q�¶�W�� �\�R�X��
want your children to have the opportunity to be the Pres -
�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�"�´���0�\���P�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�Q�W�V���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���I�R�U���P�H���E�X�W��
�L�V�Q�¶�W�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �E�R�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �D�Q�G��
has been known to suggest I marry a prince of some Euro-
�S�H�D�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G�����6�D�P�H���H�Q�G���U�H�V�X�O�W�����G�L�ä�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\����
 But unfortunately, we can’t all marry princes, and 
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���I�R�R�W�L�Q�J���D�V���D�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���K�D�V��
been a long time coming. So, who’s tugging at the other 
�H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���À�D�J�"��
�� �1�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�D���� �2�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�V�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �W�K�H�� �À�D�J��
to stay the same, which isn’t a majority but it is a message. 
�7�K�H�U�H�¶�V���K�H�V�L�W�D�Q�F�\���W�K�H�U�H�����2�X�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U���$�Q�]�D�F�V����
�K�D�Y�H�� �D�O�O�� �I�R�X�J�K�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�D�W�� �À�D�J���� �7�K�D�W�� �À�D�J�� �Z�D�V��
shown when Kathy Freeman received her gold medal, when 
Ian Thorpe gained the most medals ever won by a single 
�2�O�\�P�S�L�D�Q�����Z�K�H�Q���$�V�K���%�D�U�W�\���Z�R�Q���:�L�P�E�O�H�G�R�Q����
�� �(�Y�H�Q�� �$�O�E�D�Q�H�V�H�� �Z�D�V�� �V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �D�V�N�H�G�� �L�I��
�K�H�� �Z�D�Q�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �W�K�H�� �À�D�J���� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �³�,�¶�P�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V��
�Y�H�U�\�� �S�U�R�X�G�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �À�D�J�� �D�Q�G�� �,��
�W�K�L�Q�N���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���L�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���3�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W��
should do so as well.”
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within the production was communicated purposefully and 
altered the portrayal of the text positively. For example, the 
�¿�U�V�W���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���V�F�H�Q�H���R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�Q���P�H�G�L�D���U�H�V�����D���G�L�ä�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
�W�K�H�� �S�O�D�\�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �R�X�U�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I��
the complexity of Othello’s character and how it embodied 
his establishing values of his early characterisation. 
Furthermore, body language was expressed through 
�W�K�H�� �V�X�ä�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �'�H�V�G�H�P�R�Q�D���� �,�W�� �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �X�V�� �D�V�� �D�Q��
audience as a lot less violent in Desdemona’s defensive 
manner than in the much-lauded Globe Theatre production. 



13

INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION

�7�K�H���H�[�D�J�J�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���W�K�D�W��
added meaning to the play’s key concerns 
�� �7�K�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �V�K�H�G�� �V�R�P�H�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �R�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
moments of dialogue that were forms of diegesis and 
brought additional meaning towards the phrases. The 
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Swimming

�$���K�X�J�H���F�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R��Annabel Arnot (Year 10) who has 
�E�H�H�Q�� �X�Q�V�W�R�S�S�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�R�O���� �6�K�H�� �K�D�V�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �1�6�:��
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